
Water baptism 
Information Sheet 

NOTE: A one on one pastoral meeting is required for all baptismal candidates. Please 
coordinate your meeting with Pastor Chad chadj@thehouseonline.ca  250-859-1037 

Why be baptized? 
1. Because you want to follow Christ’s example. 
“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river.”  
Mark 1:9 
2. Because Christ commanded it. 
Jesus said “Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, 
baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and ”teach 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20 
3. Because it shows you are a believer. 
“…many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.” Acts18:8 
 
What is the meaning of Baptism? 
1. It is a symbol of Christ’s burial and resurrection. 
“Christ died for our sins . . . he was buried . . . and he rose again.”  1 Corinthians 
15:3-4 

2. It is a symbol of your new life as a Christian. 
“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a new person inside. The old 
life has passed  away and a new life has begun.”  2 Corinthians 5:17  
 
“By our baptism then we were buried with him and shared in his death, in order 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead also we might have a new life.” 
Romans 6:4 

• Baptism does not make you a believer; it shows that you already are one.  

• Baptism does not “save” you, only faith in Jesus can do that. 
• Baptism is like a wedding ring; its the outward symbol of a commitment. 
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How are we to be baptized? 
1. Like Jesus was baptized; by being immersed in water, 
“As soon as Jesus was baptized he went up and out of the water.”  Matthew 3:16 
2. Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion in water. (example) 
“… then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water . . .”  Acts 8:38 
3. The word “baptize” literally means “to dip under water”. 
“… many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.”  
Acts18:8 
4. Its the best way to symbolize burial and resurrection. 

Who should be baptized? 
Every person who has made a decision to believe in Christ. 

“Those who believed and accepted His message were baptized.” Acts 2:41 

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News… and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” Acts 8:12 

The one requirement for baptism is belief in Christ! 

Practical Preparation for Water Baptism. 
1. Read all the preceding material very carefully.  

2. If you have any questions don’t hesitate call one of the pastors to discuss. 

3. Spend time in prayer preparing yourself spiritually, asking God to make this a 

meaningful experience in your life. Some people report an increase in spiritual 

opposition in the days before and after their baptism.  

4. Invite your family and friends to the service, both saved and unsaved, to witness your 

public confession Christ in water baptism. 
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5. Be prepared to answer a few questions concerning your salvation and decision to be 

water baptized. (A written statement is okay.) The pastor will give you a brief 

introduction and questions will include: 

• How did you come to faith in Christ? 

• Why are you wanting to get baptized? 

On the day of baptism 
1. Bring all of your supplies for after the baptism. (ie towel, change of clothes, makeup, 

hair product, etc.) 

2. Please wear a dark T-shirt along with your swim suit. Flip flops and towel can 

accompany you to the tank. 

3. You can change in the upper washroom or lower family washroom. 

4. Sit in the front row, your seat will be marked. 

5. Its meaningful, but informal. Cameras are fine. 

6. We’re open to having a friend, family member, or mentor who has helped you in your 

faith assist with the baptism. Please let us know in advance and they can assist on 

one side (on the outside) of the tank. 

Include Others 
1. You are welcome to ask one person who has had an impact in your spiritual life (and 

is previously baptized) to assist with the baptism from outside the tub. 

2. You are welcome to invite no more than two people to read a scripture, share a word 

of encouragement, or pray over you.
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