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A key component of  fo l lowing Jesus is  learn ing how to take r i sks .  The f i rs t

d isc ip les le f t  everyth ing to fo l low H im:  the i r  jobs ,  f r iends ,  soc ia l  s tatus .  In

many instances they even suf fered for  the i r  conv ict ion to fo l low Jesus .  Here in

Canada ,  we don ' t  face ext reme persecut ion or  oppos i t ion to our  fa i th .  We go

to church ,  pray in  pub l ic  and fo l low Jesus wi th very  l i t t le  res is tance .  

But  there is  a  temptat ion we face in  our  cu l ture .  The temptat ion is  less about

worsh ipp ing some other  fore ign god or  ido l  and more about  e levat ing the

western v is ion of  the "good l i fe "  above Jesus .  In  our  soc iety ,  th ings l ike

comfort ,  secur i ty  and conven ience are of  utmost  importance .  We va lue them

great ly ,  of ten mak ing them an ido l  themselves .  Rather  than f i t  fo l lowing Jesus

around comfort  and secur i ty ,  we ' re inv i ted to take r i sks in  our  fa i th  and step

into the unknown.  Th is  doesn ' t  mean we act  foo l i sh ly ,  d is regard ing sound

adv ice or  wisdom; i t  means we put  our  fa i th  f i rs t  and t rust  God with the rest .  

Are there th ings that  come f i rs t  in  our  l i fe  and heart?  Are there th ings that

would h inder  you f rom say ing "yes"  to Jesus and tak ing a r i sk? Is  there

someth ing you fee l  pu l led towards?

R E F L E C T

"Now John ’s  d isc ip les and the Phar isees were fast ing .  Some people came and

asked Jesus ,  “How is  i t  that  John ’s  d isc ip les and the d isc ip les of  the Phar isees

are fast ing ,  but  yours  are not?”

Jesus answered ,  “How can the guests  of  the br idegroom fast  whi le  he is  with

them? They cannot ,  so long as  they have h im with them.  But  the t ime wi l l

come when the br idegroom wi l l  be taken from them,  and on that  day they wi l l

fast .

“No one sews a patch of  unshrunk c loth on an o ld garment .  Otherwise ,  the

new piece wi l l  pu l l  away from the o ld ,  making the tear  worse .  And no one

pours  new wine into o ld wineskins .  Otherwise ,  the wine wi l l  burst  the sk ins ,

and both the wine and the wineskins  wi l l  be ru ined.  No,  they pour  new wine

into new wineskins . ”

T H E  W A Y  O F  J E S U S

R E A D
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W A T C H

Therefore wi l l  I  t rust  you a lways though I  may seem to be lost  and in  the

shadow of  death ,  I  w i l l  not  fear ,  for  you are ever  wi th me and you wi l l  never

leave me to face my per i l s  a lone .

My Lord God,  I  have no idea where I  am going .  I  do not  see the road ahead of

me.  I  cannot know for  certa in  where i t  w i l l  end .  Nor  do I  rea l l y  know myse l f ,

and the fact  that  I  th ink I  am fo l lowing your  wi l l  does not  mean that  I  am

actua l ly  do ing so .

 

But  I  be l ieve that  the des i re to p lease you does in  fact  p lease you and I  hope

that  I  have that  des i re  in  a l l  that  I  am doing .  And I  know that  i f  I  do th is ,  you

wi l l  lead me by the r ight  road a l though I  may know noth ing about  i t .

 

Check out  these two H i l l song worsh ip songs based on Jesus '  words about  new

winesk ins th is  week .  A l low the words to become prayers  on your  l ips .

I N V I T A T I O N

In  addi t ion ,  pray these words f rom Thomas Merton th is  week:  

R isks ,  new wine ,  let t ing go of  the o ld . . . a l l  o f  i t  i s  eas ier  sa id than done.

Newness on ly  ever  comes by the grace and power of  the Holy  Spi r i t .  Wr i te

down a prayer  of  sur render  th is  week ,  a l lowing God to shape and form your

heart  into a posture of  openness and t rust .  

C
LIC

K H
ER

E ! AND HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ozGKlOzEVc&ab_channel=HillsongWorshipHillsongWorshipVerified
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2RpAQhX-reA&ab_channel=HillsongWorshipHillsongWorshipOfficialArtistChannel
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How are you do ing th is  week? How's  the last  week been? 

Begin as a lways by check ing in  on your  group on a persona l ,  and

emot iona l  leve l :

Check in  wi th the group to see who caught  the last  message f rom

Sunday .  Encourage your  group to rev is i t  them th is  week i f  they haven ' t

watched i t .

Th is  ser ies  is  about  recenter ing our  fa i th  around the person of  Jesus as

found in  the Gospel  of  Mark ,  rather  than the re l ig ion of  Chr is t ian i ty ,  or

some other  compet ing ideo logy about  what  i t  means to fo l low Jesus .  

Any in i t ia l  thoughts about  the message? What stood out? 

What stands out  f rom the text  about  new wine and new winesk ins?

Pray to c lose wi th your  group.

When is  a  t ime where you fe l t  God inv i te  you to take a r i sk? Could

be b ig ,  cou ld be smal l .

Th ink about  what  your  l i fe  looks l ike .  And th ink about  your

persona l i ty  type .  I s  there room in your  l i fe  for  God to inter rupt  you?

Is  there room for  God to inconven ience you? 

What is  the new th ing you fee l  God inv i t ing you into as you look

forward to th is  summer and the fa l l ,  w i th  min ima l  rest r ict ions and

more gather ings aga in? 

Read Mark 2:18-22.

Matt  made the po int  that  we need to be wi l l ing for  God to

inconven ience us .  Ref lect  on th is  po int  in  l ight  of  Jesus '  words in  Mark  

chapter  2 .  

M A R K  2 : 1 8 - 2 2
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