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They went across the lake to the reg ion of  the Gerasenes .  When Jesus got  out

of  the boat ,  a  man wi th an impure sp i r i t  came f rom the tombs to meet h im.

Th is  man l i ved in  the tombs ,  and no one cou ld b ind h im anymore ,  not  even wi th

a cha in .  For  he had often been cha ined hand and foot ,  but  he tore the cha ins

apart  and broke the i rons on h is  feet .  No one was st rong enough to subdue

him.  N ight  and day among the tombs and in  the h i l l s  he would cry  out  and cut

h imse l f  wi th stones .

When he saw Jesus f rom a d istance ,  he ran and fe l l  on h is  knees in  f ront  of

h im.  He shouted at  the top of  h is  vo ice ,  “What do you want  wi th me,  Jesus ,

Son of  the Most  H igh God? In  God’s  name don ’ t  tor ture me! ”  For  Jesus had

sa id to h im,  “Come out  of  th is  man ,  you impure sp i r i t ! ”

Then Jesus asked h im,  “What is  your  name?”

“My name is  Leg ion , ”  he rep l ied ,  “ for  we are many . ”  And he begged Jesus aga in

and aga in not  to send them out  of  the area .

A la rge herd of  p igs was feeding on the nearby h i l l s ide .  The demons begged

Jesus ,  “Send us among the p igs ;  a l low us to go into them.”  He gave them

permiss ion ,  and the impure sp i r i ts  came out  and went into the p igs .  The herd ,

about  two thousand in  number ,  rushed down the steep bank into the lake and

were drowned.

Those tending the p igs ran of f  and reported th is  in  the town and countrys ide ,

and the people went out  to see what  had happened.  When they came to Jesus ,

they saw the man who had been possessed by the leg ion of  demons ,  s i t t ing

there ,  dressed and in  h is  r ight  mind;  and they were af ra id .  Those who had seen

i t  to ld the people what  had happened to the demon-possessed man—and to ld

about the p igs as wel l .  Then the people began to p lead wi th Jesus to leave

the i r  reg ion .

As Jesus was gett ing into the boat ,  the man who had been demon-possessed

begged to go wi th h im.  Jesus d id not  let  h im,  but  sa id ,  “Go home to your  own

people and te l l  them how much the Lord has done for  you ,  and how he has

had mercy on you . ”  

So the man went away and began to te l l  in  the Decapol is  how much Jesus had

done for  h im.  And a l l  the people were amazed.
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R E F L E C T

One of  Jesus '  go-to phrases is  " those who have ears  to hear ,  le t  them hear . "

Th is  phrase cha l lenges h is  aud ience to th ink b igger  and deeper .  I t  encourages

them to see beyond pract ica l i t ies .  What are the areas of  your  l i fe  where you

need to see beyond f inanc ia l ,  pract ica l  or  even phys ica l  e lements? Where are

the areas where the K ingdom of  God is  break ing in ,  that  God might  be inv i t ing

you to not ice and part ic ipate in? Take some t ime to ref lect  and ask God to

g ive you ears  that  t ru ly  hear ,  and eyes that  t ru ly  see .  

There 's  a  few important  observat ions about  Mark 5 : 1-20 .  F i rs t ,  the man who

comes before Jesus would have been cons idered complete ly  unc lean .  He was

among the dead ,  naked ,  and covered in  cuts .  Not  on ly  that ,  the man was in  a

Gent i le  ter r i tory ,  in  Decapol is .  When Jesus casts  the demons into the p igs

nearby ,  he is  complete ly  restor ing the man.  He 's  not  on ly  hea l ing h im

psycholog ica l l y  or  phys ica l l y ,  he 's  restor ing h im back to soc iety .  The same

th ing has a l ready taken p lace in  Mark 2 where Jesus restores the lame man

phys ica l l y ,  as  wel l  as  sp i r i tua l l y .  

Secondly ,  when Jesus sends the p igs into the lake ,  he is  sending them into the

dwel l ing p lace of  ev i l .  1s t  Century  Jews would have understood the sea (or

lake)  as the p lace of  ev i l .But  not ice the d i f ferent  react ions to th is  mans

hea l ing .  Some are amazed ,  but  many demand Jesus leave!

I f  you remember back to Mark chapter  4 ,  Jesus speaks about  d i f ferent  so i l s

and responses to the K ingdom. Here ,  in  chapter  5 ,  we see the outwork ing of

that  exact  pr inc ip le .  Some can on ly  see the f inanc ia l  loss of  the p igs ,  and

complete ly  miss  the la rger  in-break ing of  the K ingdom. They ' re  preoccupied

with the pract ica l  rea l i t ies  of  l i fe  and complete ly  miss  the restorat ion of  a

human be ing and the presence of  peace .

Mark 5 :21-34

Luke 5 : 12-16

Luke 17 : 1 1-19

John 5 : 1-15

Take t ime th is  week to read through a few other  texts .  Note how Jesus

restores people in  more ways than just  phys ica l ,  even in  the same chapter .

Where do you need hea l ing ,  and the welcome embrace of  coming home to the

Father? Inv i te  God to meet you and restore you there .   
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